
Inspection of Hamilton House Nursery
43 Montgomery Road, SHEFFIELD S7 1LN

Inspection date: 3 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and well behaved. They respond well to the staff's calm and 
patient approach and their many friendly smiles. Babies build strong bonds with 
staff. They learn to trust others and feel secure in their environment.  Staff provide 
strong support to help children who find it difficult to manage their emotions to feel 
safe and behave well. Children are safe and well cared for indoors and out. They 
grow in confidence and independence as they progress through nursery. For 
example, babies delight in increasingly using cutlery to feed themselves at 
mealtimes, while older children help to set tables and serve each other. Staff place 
a strong emphasis on promoting children's communication and language skills. 
Occasionally, however, they do not help children to think and reason more deeply. 
The manager and staff have high expectations for all children, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They provide a bright, 
welcoming and safe learning environment. They work as a team to provide 
activities which capture children's imagination and extend their achievements 
overall. New assessment and planning procedures are helping staff focus sharply 
on helping children reach the next steps in their learning. However these are not 
yet fully established to have maximum impact. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The well-qualified manager provides strong leadership to the staff team. She is 
well supported by her senior staff. Procedures to evaluate and strengthen the 
quality of provision are well informed by analysis of children's achievement and 
observations of learning. Staff are given time and support to access different 
training opportunities. This has contributed to curriculum development, for 
example, including support for children with SEND.  

n Children make good progress overall in all areas of learning. Staff make sure 
that learning for all children is built upon systematically and regularly reinforced. 
For example, babies play and sing simple action songs that help to reinforce 
their emerging language skills. Older children build on these skills when 
inventing their own rhyming songs and games and using them in their role play. 
New procedures for assessing children's progress and planning more precisely 
for their future learning have recently been introduced. However, the procedures 
are not yet fully embedded and reviewed to make sure they have the maximum 
impact on learning.

n Staff help children to acquire the skills they need for their future learning, 
including making a successful start to school life. For example, children learn to 
listen well to others and follow increasingly complex instructions when they re-
enact well-known stories and fairy tales. 

n Staff use additional funding that children receive well to have a lasting impact on 
children's achievement and address any gaps in their learning. Staff work closely 
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with other professionals to support children with SEND.
n Staff are consistently kind and gentle role models to children. They warmly 

praise children and value their ideas and achievements. They help children to 
explore their emotions and learn to be tolerant of others. 

n Staff's interactions with children are positive and effective overall in promoting 
communication skills. However, occasionally staff are too quick to offer 
information rather than letting the children think things out for themselves.

n Children are given many opportunities to be physically active. Young babies have 
ample opportunities to pull themselves up as they begin to walk and push 
trolleys and other toys. Staff lead children in vigorous dancing activities. They 
encourage children to bounce, spin and stretch for significant periods of time.

n Parents hold the nursery in high regard. They appreciate the open, friendly 
nature of the manager and her staff. Parents receive regular information on their 
children's progress and good guidance to support learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know the signs that indicate that children may be at risk of harm or abuse, 
including being influenced by extremist views. The nursery's safeguarding lead 
ensures that staff always take regular training to deepen their knowledge of the 
procedures to keep children safe in their care. Staff understand and follow the 
robust procedures for reporting and monitoring their concerns. The manager 
makes good use of regular staff meetings to further strengthen staff's safeguarding 
knowledge and understanding.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed the recently introduced assessment and planning procedures and review 
their impact on children's learning to further strengthen achievement

n support the staff to give children more opportunity to extend their thinking and 
reasoning skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY235677

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10073108

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 94

Number of children on roll 101

Name of registered person Mr P & Mrs M Kissoondyal Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519502

Telephone number 0114 2812381

Date of previous inspection 21 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Hamilton House Nursery registered in 2002. The nursery employs 20 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 18 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above, including 10 at level 3, one at level 6 and one with qualified teacher status. 
The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7am 
until 7pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Andrew Clark
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk, observed the quality of teaching during 
activities indoors and outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's 
learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and deputy manager. 

He looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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